The Galley is where Fish Hoek comes to
life. Locals arrive early in the morning for
breakfast, taking their usual seats. The
sound of gentle crashing waves are
constant. Outside, people stroll along the
shore or sit on the sand, watching the tide
roll in. The view of the ocean is constant.
It's a calm backdrop to the hum of
conversation and the warmth of
community. It's a place where everyone
feels at home, a space that reflects the
everyday beauty and spirit of coastal life.
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The restaurant sits right on
the beachfront, where the
rhythm of the oceans
shapes the day. In the early
mornings, swimmers finish
their laps in the bay and
gather outside The Galley to
rest, warm up, and watch
the waves as the sun slowly
rises. Some walk the
promenade with coffee in
hand, others linger on the
benches, soaking in the
view. Even for those who
don’t stop in to eat, The
Galley has become part of
the ritual: a place to pause,
breathe, and feel connected
to the ocean and to one
another.
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There's a quiet familiarity in the
way the regular customers greet
the waitresses by name, the
easy conversations that fill the
air, and the smell of coffee
drifting out toward the beach.
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The land where The Galley
stands carries deep history.
Long before Fish Hoek
became a seaside town, this
coastline was home to the
Khoi people: the first
custodians of the area and
the sea that now draws so
many visitors. The
restaurant’s director has
made it a point to keep that
heritage alive.

Inside, small details speak to this past:
displays of Khoi artifacts, photographs,
and a carefully built matjieshuis, a
traditional Khoi hut made from wooden
poles and woven reed mats. These
touches remind everyone who visits that
this is more than just a restaurant by the
sea. It is a place built on stories, memory,
and respect for those who were here first.

Throughout the year, The Galley also
hosts community events and gatherings
that honour Khoi culture. Ceremonies,
storytelling evenings, and heritage
celebrations take place on the beachfront,
where the sound of the waves becomes
part of the rhythm. These moments bring
people together: locals, visitors, and
descendants of the Khoi, in shared
recognition of the land’s history. Through
these gestures, the restaurant quietly
bridges past and present, turning a space
for dining into a space for remembrance
and connection.
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Many artifacts and historical pieces are carefully displayed in glass cabinets. As you walk through the space, you
notice them tucked between tables and along the walls.
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The tables are often lovingly set in
anticipation of guests, creating a
welcoming, homey atmosphere that make
guests feel at ease. The interior is simple,
warm and cozy.
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Behind the scenes at The Galley is a team of
dedicated, familiar faces who bring the
restaurant to life every day. Many of them
have worked here for decades, some for over
20 years, creating a sense of continuity and
family that guests can feel in every interaction.
Their knowledge, warmth, and care infuse the
space, making each visit not just about the
food, but about the people who make the
experience so special.
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